The gloves are off again in the bruising world of biography | News

LONDON TODAY: News Mobile What's On Weather MORNING: 15°C =~ AFTERNOON: 17°C E-Edition | Jobs | Dating

London o

Evening
Standard

standard.co.uk

HOME NEWS BUSINESS MONEY COMMENT SPORT VIDEO ENTERTAINMENT LIFE & STYLE TRAVEL SHOWBIZ C

News Royal Wedding Videos Politics Pictures Londoner's Diary Mayor Celebrity news Olympics Travel news Nev

News
Sebastian Shakespeare
1 8 Jul 2008

Recommend

. . Free UK Credit Check
Roll up, roll up for the literary catfight of the summer. Amanda  View your Free 2011
Foreman has been accused of devaluing the art of biography by  Credit Report & Credit
Fosmg naked behind a pile of copies of her tome on Georgiana, Score for £0 in 60 secs

he Duchess of Devonshire. Rival biographer Kathryn Hughes CreditChecknstantly.co.uk
claims this shameless act of self-promotion ushered in a new
era of books commissioned more for the author's looks than Property Fraud
their contents. "Photogenic young women are routinely Solicitors
commissioned to produce biographies of equally camera-ready  Pproven Track Record of
subjects, regardless of whether they are eqmpI)ed to do so," Defending Mortgage
says Hughes. "The results are often intellectually slight and and Commercial Fraud
styllstlcally poor." www.rahmanravelli.co.uk
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described her biography, Rubllshed the year before, as "a competent but UK
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Likewise when Valerie Grove and Graham Lord embarked on rival biographies of John Mortimer,
there was no love lost between them. Grove damned Lord with faint praise as "a competent
journalist" and said his book was "vindictive".

It's said that academic disputes are so heated because the stakes are so low. Disputes between
biographers are so frautht because their sales are - mostly - so low. Historian John Campbell
bemoaned the fact that Ffion Hague's new biography of David Llolyd George had relied heavily
on his own book and yet would do so much better in the shops. "I am a bit peeved because
she's a big name and will sell thousands more copies of her book," he said. "A celebrity name
will sell far more than the honest toiler in the vineyard." Talk about sour grapes.

So far the decorous Ms Foreman has stopped short of exchanging insults with her accuser.
Maybe she should rise above it all and let the reader decide. Foreman has sold 206,000 copies
worldwide of her Georgiana biography. And Ms Hughes? Her latest book, The Short Life and
Long Times of Mrs Beeton, has shirted just 28,759.
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